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Do you always use the same old words when speaking? Repeatedly using 
only a handful of simple words every day can limit your ability to express 
exactly what you want to say. Learning more words not only makes you 
sound more intelligent, it makes your communication more interesting 
and engaging. 

Today, in honor of the upcoming Halloween holiday, we’ll explore 13 
dark, spooky and evil adjectives you can add to your vocabulary to enrich 
your speech and express subtle nuances in meaning. Don’t be fooled – 
these words aren’t just for Halloween. You will hear them all year round 
in a variety of contexts. 

Surprisingly, there are an abundance of adjectives in English to describe 
darkness, spookiness, evil and death. Surely, you’re familiar with the ev-
eryday common words like terrible, horrifying, scary and frightening.

Some of these words are quite similar, but by spending some time work-
ing through these activities, you’ll have a good handle on the minor dis-
tinctions between them.

Before tackling this list of words, let’s start by assessing your current 
knowledge of dark, spooky and evil words.

It’s time to spice up your speech!
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A. Rate your knowledge
1. Review each adjective in the left column.
2. Rate your familiarity with each word by placing a number from 1 to 5 in 	
    the right column. 
3. Reflect on your ratings and consider which words you might want to 
    focus on adding to your speech. 

Familiarity Rating Scale:
1 = Not familiar at all (I don’t know this word)
2 = Slightly familiar (I’ve heard it but don’t know the meaning)
3 = Somewhat familiar (I know the meaning but can’t use it in a sentence)
4 = Mostly familiar (I can use it in a sentence but not confidently)
5 = Very familiar (I can use it confidently in conversation)

Familiarity Rating (1-5)Adjective

creepy

dreadful

eerie

ghastly

ghoulish

grisly 

gruesome

macabre

menacing

morbid

ominous

sinister

somber
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B. Definitions & examples
 Hear these words and examples at https://englishcoachnicole.com/blog/

Definition ExampleAdjective

All definitions and examples are from: https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com

ominous

creepy 

eerie

ghastly 

somber

sinister

macabre

gruesome

morbid

menacing

grisly

dreadful 

ghoulish

giving the impression that something 
bad or unpleasant is going to happen

There was an ominous silence when the 
boss entered the room.

causing an unpleasant feeling of fear 
or nervousness

The old house had a creepy atmosphere.

strange and frightening An eerie light shone from the window 
of the abandoned house.

extremely unpleasant or bad The victims suffered ghastly injuries.

dark or dull in color; serious, sad and 
without humor or entertainment

They wore somber black clothes to the 
funeral.

seeming evil or dangerous; making 
you think something bad will happen

There was something sinister about his 
smile.

connected with death or violence in 
a way that is strange, frightening or 
unpleasant 

The story is a macabre tale of murder 
and madness.

extremely unpleasant and shocking, 
and usually involving death or injury

The newspapers carried gruesome pic-
tures of the dead bodies.

too interested in unpleasant subjects, 
especially death 

She had a morbid fascination with 
death.

threatening; suggesting that some-
thing unpleasant is going to happen

He gave me a menacing look.

causing horror or disgust The police discovered the grisly remains 
of two bodies

extremely bad, unpleasant or annoy-
ing

The weather was dreadful.

interested in death or disaster; gro-
tesque or horrifying.

The abandoned house was decorated 
with ghoulish figures for Halloween.
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C. Match the word to its definition

A. Giving the impression that something bad or unpleasant 

    is going to happen.

B. Causing an unpleasant feeling of fear or nervousness.

C. Strange and frightening.

D. Extremely unpleasant or bad.

E. Dark or dull in color; serious, sad, and without humor or 

    entertainment.

F. Seeming evil or dangerous; making you think something bad 

    will happen.

G. Connected with death or violence in a way that is strange, 

    frightening, or unpleasant.

H. Extremely unpleasant and shocking, usually involving death 

    or injury.

I. Too interested in unpleasant subjects, especially death.

J. Threatening; suggesting that something unpleasant is going 

    to happen.

K. Causing horror or disgust.

L. Extremely bad, unpleasant, or annoying.

M. Too interested in unpleasant things such as death and 

    disaster; grotesque or horrifying

Instructions: Draw a line connecting words to definitions.

1. creepy

2. dreadful

3. eerie 

4. ghastly

5. ghoulish

6. grisly

7. gruesome

8. macabre

9. menacing

10. morbid

11. ominous 

12. sinister

13. somber

Find the answers to this activity in the answer key at the end of this booklet.
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D. Categorize the words below
Instructions: Where you see 1, there is one word that fits this meaning. 
Where you see 1 and 2, fill in 2 words that fit this meaning, etc.

General meaning Word(s) that match this meaning

Foretelling something bad will happen

Sad, serious

Evil

Threatening

Interested in or relating to death

Shockingly graphic violent visuals

Spooky – causing fear

Horrible – extremely bad or unpleasant

1.

1.

1.

1.

1.
2.

1.
2.

1.
2.

1.
2.

3.

Find the answers to this activity in the answer key at the end of this booklet.
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E. Read & listen to the following spooky story
Hear the story read aloud at https://englishcoachnicole.com/blog/

The Haunting of Willow Creek
As dusk settled over Willow Creek, an ominous silence blanketed 

the town. Sara felt an eerie chill as she walked along the deserted 

streets. The somber atmosphere was punctuated by the creepy 

creaking of shutters and the ghastly whispers of the wind.

Approaching the old cemetery, Sara noticed a sinister figure lurk-

ing behind a crumbling tombstone. Her heart raced as she quick-

ened her pace, the macabre scene before her growing more grue-

some with each step. Gnarled trees reached out with menacing 

branches, their shadows dancing in the moonlight.

Suddenly, a grisly howl pierced the night, freezing Sara in her 

tracks. The dreadful sound seemed to emanate from the morbid 

depths of an ancient mausoleum. As she turned to flee, her foot 

caught on a root, sending her tumbling to the ground.

When Sara opened her eyes, she found herself surrounded by 

the ghoulish residents of Willow Creek. To her amazement, they 

weren’t there to harm her, but to welcome her to their annual Hal-

loween celebration. The once-frightening scene transformed into 

a lively party, proving that appearances can be deceiving, even on 

the spookiest night of the year.
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F. Fill-in-the-Blank Exercise
Instructions: Complete each sentence with the appropriate 
word from the list. Use each word only once.

creepy, dreadful, eerie, ghastly, ghoulish, grisly, gruesome, 
macabre, menacing, morbid, ominous, sinister, somber

1. The ____________ silence before the storm made everyone nervous.

2. Walking through the old cemetery at night was a(n) _____________ experience.

3. The detective couldn’t look away from the _______________ crime scene photos.

4. The ______________ atmosphere at the funeral was broken by a child’s laughter.

5. The villain’s ______________ smile sent chills down the hero’s spine.

6. The haunted house attraction featured a(n) ______________ display of fake body parts.

7. His ______________ fascination with death and decay worried his friends.

8. The ______________ howl of wolves echoed through the misty forest.

9. The ______________ figure lurking in the shadows made her heart race.

10. The fortune teller’s ________________ prediction cast a pall over the party.

11. The abandoned asylum had a(n) _______________ history of mistreatment and mysteri-
ous deaths.

12. The _______________ weather matched the mood of the mourners at the graveside.

13. She couldn’t understand her friend’s _________________ fascination with true crime 
documentaries and serial killer biographies. 

Find the answers to this activity in the answer key at the end of this booklet.
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G. Think about what you’ve just learned
Instructions: Make notes about the subtle nuance each word suggests to you.

1. ominous 
2. creepy
3. eerie 
4. ghastly
5. somber
6. sinister
7. macabre
8. gruesome
9. morbid
10. menacing
11. grisly
12. dreadful
13. ghoulish

H. Create your very own ghastly story
Write a 150-200 word Halloween-themed story incorporating at least 8 of the adjectives 
from this lesson. And please write it yourself. You won’t learn anything if you have AI 
write it for you. Share it in the blog comments or email it to me at nicole@nicolekaup.com.
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Answer key
Note: some of these words are close synonyms, so it is possible you may have slightly dif-
ferent answers that still work. Email Nicole at nicole@nicolekaup.com with any questions.

C. Match the word to its definition
1. creepy	 B.  Causing an unpleasant feeling of fear or nervousness.

2. dreadful	 L.  Extremely bad, unpleasant or annoying   

3. eerie	 C.  Strange and frightening.

4. ghastly	 D.  Extremely unpleasant or bad.

5. ghoulish	 M.  Interested in death or disaster; grotesque or horrifying

6. grisly	 K.  Causing horror or disgust  

7. gruesome	 H.  Extremely unpleasant and shocking, usually involving death or injury.

8. macabre	 G.  Connected with death or violence in a way that is strange, frightening, or                         

9. menacing	 J. Threatening; suggesting that something unpleasant is going to happen.

10. morbid	 I. Too interested in unpleasant subjects, especially death.

11. ominous	 A. Giving the impression that something bad or unpleasant is going to happen.

12. sinister	 F.  Seeming evil or dangerous; making you think something bad will happen.

13. somber	 E. Dark or dull in color; serious, sad, and without humor or entertainment.

D. Categorize the words
Foretelling something bad will happen

Sad, serious

Evil

Threatening

Interested in or relating to death

Shockingly graphic violent visuals

Spooky – causing fear

Horrible – extremely bad or unpleasant

ominous

somber

sinister

menacing

morbid, macabre, ghoulish

gruesome, grisly                                

creepy, eerie

dreadful, ghastly

unpleasant.
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Answer key

1. The **ominous** silence before the storm made everyone nervous.

2. Walking through the old cemetery at night was a(n) **creepy** experience.

3. The detective couldn't look away from the **gruesome** crime scene photos.

4. The **somber** atmosphere at the funeral was broken by a child's laughter.

5. The villain's **sinister** smile sent chills down the hero's spine.

6. The haunted house attraction featured a(n) **macabre** display of fake body parts.

7. His **morbid** fascination with death and decay worried his friends.

8. The **eerie** howl of wolves echoed through the misty forest.

9. The **menacing** figure lurking in the shadows made her heart race.

10. The fortune teller's **dreadful** prediction cast a pall over the party.

11. The abandoned asylum had a(n) **grisly** history of mistreatment and mysterious deaths.

12. The **ghastly** weather matched the mood of the mourners at the graveside.

13. She couldn't understand her friend's **ghoulish** fascination with true crime documenta-

F. Fill-in-the-Blank Exercise

Here’s a brief explanation of why each word fits its sentence:

1. “Ominous” suggests something bad is about to happen, fitting for the silence before a storm.
2. “Creepy” describes something that causes an unpleasant feeling of fear or unease, suitable for 
a nighttime cemetery walk.
3. “Gruesome” refers to something extremely unpleasant and shocking, appropriate for disturb-
ing crime scene photos.
4. “Somber” means serious and gloomy, fitting the atmosphere of a funeral.
5. “Sinister” suggests evil or harm, matching a villain’s threatening smile.
6. “Macabre” relates to disturbing depictions of death or injury, suitable for a haunted house 
display.
7. “Morbid” describes an unhealthy preoccupation with disturbing subjects, fitting for a fascina-
tion with death.
8. “Eerie” suggests strangeness and fear, appropriate for mysterious wolf howls in a misty forest.
9. “Menacing” means threatening or dangerous, fitting for a scary figure in the shadows.
10. “Dreadful” means causing great fear or unpleasant feelings, suitable for an ominous predic-
tion.
11. “Grisly” describes something horrifying and shocking, fitting the disturbing history of an 
asylum.
12. “Ghastly” means shockingly frightful or dreadful, appropriate for describing weather that 
matches a gloomy mood.
13. “Ghoulish” This word is often used in contexts related to Halloween, horror stories, or to 
describe a morbid fascination with gruesome or macabre subjects. It can also be used more figu-
ratively to describe behavior that seems to take pleasure in others’ misfortunes.

ries and serial killer biographies.


